A MOUNTAIN OF WASTE 70 YEARS HIGH: ENDING THE NUCLEAR AGE
PRESENTER BIOS SUMMARY SHEET

Bob Alvarez is a Senior Scholar at the Institute for Policy Studies in
Washington D.C. and Senior Advisor at Friends of the Earth. He is
considered one of the nation’s experts on the environmental, safety
and health aspects of civilian and military nuclear programs. He is an
accomplished and widely published writer and has served as Senior
Policy Advisor to the U.S. Secretary of Energy. While in DOE, he led
U.S. teams into North Korea to secure spent reactor fuel at the
Yongbyon nuclear site, was responsible for strategic nuclear material
and asset management policies, and led the DOE’s successful effort to
establish a federal compensation program for sick nuclear weapons workers. Between 1988
and 1993, Mr. Alvarez served on the Majority Staff of the U.S. Senate Committee on
Governmental Affairs. He worked on behalf of Senator Glenn to: strengthen radiation
provisions of the Clean Air Act; establish independent safety oversight of the DOE nuclear
weapons complex, terminate the U.S. atmospheric nuclear weapons testing readiness
program, help create the DOE environmental remediation program, establish an economic
transition program for workers and communities at U.S. nuclear weapons sites.

Kennette Benedict has been Executive Director of the Bulletin of the
Atomic Scientists since 2005; their goal is to inform the public about the
dangers of nuclear weapons, climate change, and emerging technologies in
the life sciences. She also teaches at the Harris School of Public Policy at
the University of Chicago, where she is also a Senior Fellow at the Energy
Policy Institute. Before joining the Bulletin, Benedict was the Director of
International Peace and Security at the John D. and Catherine T.
MacArthur Foundation. Contact: www.thebulletin.org

Robert Chavez is a 19 year-old from both Ohkay Owingeh and Santa Clara Pueblos. He is
the Youth Coordinator for Honor Our Pueblo Existence and Think Outside the Bomb
(TOTB) and a member of Tewa Women United’s Environmental Justice Group. Growing up
around strong anti-nuclear mentors he began his learning and activism around nuclear issues
at a very early age. For the past 12 years he has been educating peer and community
members about the environmental and health risks of working at or living in close proximity
to Los Alamos National Laboratory. He was a travelling speaker on the 2010 National TOTB
Tour and has made many public appearances speaking about these issues. He is passionate
about educating students in New Mexico so that they may make informed decisions before
pursuing work at LANL.

Diane D'Arrigo is the Radioactive Waste Project Director for Nuclear
Information and Resource Service (NIRS) and a member of the national
Sierra Club Nuclear Issues Activist Team. She has a degree in chemistry
and environmental studies and work experience in industrial and academic
analytical chemistry and biological research. She has closely followed the
problems with radioactive waste for decades, especially so-called "low-
level” nuclear waste, working to stop a new generation of atomic power and




weapons waste, assisting communities targeted with new dumps, helping to close and prevent
expansion of existing, leaking waste sites and fighting the national and international moves to
deregulate nuclear waste into ordinary trash and commercial recycling. Contact::
WWW.NIrs.org

Kay Drey is a board member of Beyond Nuclear in Takoma Park, and
of the Great Rivers Environmental Law Center in St. Louis. For nearly
40 years, Kay has researched and written about the dangers of nuclear
energy and radioactive waste, and advocated for the closure of nuclear
plants and uranium facilities. Kay was active in civil rights work before
focusing on nuclear power.

Dr. Norma Field is Robert S. Ingersoll Distinguished Service Professor
Emerita of Japanese Studies in the Department of East Asian Languages
& Civilizations, University of Chicago. She is interested in the struggle
for social justice and sees the nuclear issue as a major frontline. She
travels to and communicates regularly with Japan. She has hosted
several important conferences about the Nuclear Age, nuclear weapons
and nuclear power. (Saturday evening Keynote Speaker)

Contact: norma.field@gmail.com

Steve Frishman is a geologist who serves on the Board of Directors of the
Nevada Nuclear Waste Task Force. Since 1987, Steve has served as a
technical and policy consultant to the Nevada Agency for Nuclear Projects.
Prior to this role, Steve was Director of the Texas Nuclear Waste Programs
Office, when Texas’ potential sites were being considered. He also served
on a Texas Agency advisory committee advising the Texas Congressional
Delegation on the drafting of the Nuclear Waste Policy Act of 1982.

Arnie Gundersen, chief engineer for Fairewinds Associates, is an energy
advisor with 40-years of nuclear power engineering experience. A former
nuclear industry senior vice president, Mr. Gundersen earned his Degrees
in nuclear engineering from RPI, holds a nuclear safety patent, and was a
licensed reactor operator. During the time Mr. Gundersen was employed
by the nuclear power industry, he managed and coordinated projects at 70-
nuclear power plants around the country. After becoming a nuclear
whistleblower in 1990, he became an independent nuclear engineering and
safety expert. Contact: www.fairewinds.org; (802)865-9933 - office

Paul Gunter has more than 35 years of experience as an anti-nuclear
activist and safe energy advocate. He currently works with Beyond
Nuclear in Takoma Park, MD as the Director of the Reactor Oversight
Project. He was a co-founder of the New England-based Clamshell
Alliance, which in 1976 opposed the construction of the Seabrook nuclear
power plant in New Hampshire. He is a recognized international
spokesperson on nuclear power and weapons issues. Contact: (301)523-
0201 (c) and (301)270-2209 (0); paul@beyondnuclear.org




Kristen Iversen grew up in Arvada, Colorado near the Rocky Flats
nuclear weaponry facility and received a Ph.D. in English from the
University of Denver. She is the author of Full Body Burden: Growing
Up in the Nuclear Shadow of Rocky Flats. Her work has appeared in
The New York Times, The Nation, Reader’s Digest, and many other
publications. She is an associate professor at the University of Memphis
where she directs the MFA program in creative writing.

Contact: Kristen@Kkristeniversen.com

Arne Jungjohann is Program Director for Environment of the
Washington office of the Heinrich Boell Foundation, a think tank of
the German Green Party that promotes solutions for a renewable
energy-based economy. Arne is a leading international voice on the
German energy transition and coordinates the worldwide activities of
the Foundation on this issue. In the UNFCCC negotiations, his work
contributes to a just and fair global climate treaty.

Contact: ARNE.JUNGJOHANN@US.BOELL.ORG

Kevin Kamps has served as Radioactive Waste Specialist at Beyond
Nuclear (2007-present) and NIRS (1999-2007). He serves as a board
member of Don’t Waste Michigan, representing the Kalamazoo Chapter,
and sits on the Great Lakes United Nuclear-Free/Green Energy Task
Force. He has been an anti-nuclear activist for over 20 years.

Contact: 240-462-3216; kevin@beyondnuclear.org

Dr. Arjun Makhijani is President of the PURCTVR I O RY .
Institute for Energy and Environmental Research in Takoma Park, i
Maryland. With a PhD specializing in nuclear fusion, Dr.
Makhijani is a recognized authority on energy issues. Since 1971
he has published numerous articles, reports and books on energy
and environment including Carbon-Free and Nuclear-Free: A ’ ‘

Roadmap for U.S. Energy Policy (2007). In 1989 he received The John Bartlow Martin
Award for Public Interest Magazine Journalism of the Medill School of Journalism,
Northwestern University, with Robert Alvarez; was awarded the Josephine Butler Nuclear
Free Future Award in 2001 and the Jane Bagley Lehman Award of the Tides Foundation in
2008; and was named a Ploughshares Hero, by the Ploughshares Fund (2006). In 2007, he
was elected a Fellow of the American Physical Society. He has many published articles in
journals such as The Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists and The Progressive, as well as in
newspapers, including the Washington Post. Dr. Makhijani has testified before Congress,
and served as a consultant to several state utilities and UN agencies.

Contact: (301)270-5500; www.ieer.org

Dr. Jeffrey Patterson is Professor Emeritus in the Department of Family
Medicine at the University of Wisconsin School of Medicine and Public
Health. He is a past president and president elect of the national Physicians
for Social Responsibility. He has traveled to the former USSR many times
and lectured widely on the effects of radiation and nuclear weapons.
Contact: (608) 206-2101; jjpatter@wisc.edu




Kathleen Rude conducts workshops on sustainability and earth-based
spirituality. A lifelong environmentalist, Kathleen has been trained by
Joanna Macy and is a founding member of The Work That Reconnects
Facilitator Network. She is also a shamanic practitioner and ceremonial
leader and an environmental writer/advocate with a Master of Science
degree in natural resources.

Contact: (847)940-0908; kathleenrude@mac.com

Setsuko Thurlow offers her personal testimony as a Hiroshima
survivor. At the age of 13 she became the victim of the world's first
atomic bombing of Hiroshima. Educated in Japan as a social
worker, Setsuko has dedicated her adult life to the total abolition of
nuclear weapons, and has travelled around the world with the
"Hiroshima Message". (Sunday Lunch Plenary Speaker)

Carolyn Treadway has been part of Joanna Macy's Work That Reconnects
since 1983. Trained also by Al Gore to be a Climate Leader, she "speaks for
Earth™ whenever she can. She is a life coach, therapist, and pastoral
counselor.

Kendra Ulrich is the nuclear campaigner for Friends ANTIGH
of the Earth. Prior to joining Friends of the Earth, she NIVERSITY
spent nearly a decade working on a variety of pollution and energy
issues with environmental advocacy organizations. While in graduate
school, she was selected as the Congressional Progressive Caucus
fellow. During her graduate studies, she also served as the Freeze
Our Fukushimas Outreach Coordinator for Beyond Nuclear. Most recently, she served as the
New Hampshire Coordinator for Safe & Green Campaign and on the Coordinating
Committee for the regional SAGE Alliance as part of a campaign to shut down the Vermont
Yankee nuclear reactor. She holds an M.S. in Environmental Studies with a concentration in
Advocacy for Social Justice and Sustainability from Antioch University New England.
Contact: www.foe.org
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L~ @ Akiko Yoshida of Tokyo, Japan, works with Friends of the Earth,

Japan as Nuclear and Energy Campaigner. Her files include
Fukushima evacuation and compensation, and Japan’s nuclear phase-
out and energy shift. (Saturday Lunch Plenary Speaker); Contact:

s +81-3-6907-7217(office) / +81-80-5173-0136(mobile)  E-MAIL:
yoshida@foejapan.org

Charmaine White Face, Zumila Wobaga, is the founder and
coordinator of Defenders of the Black Hills. They are a group of
volunteers without racial or tribal boundaries working to protect and
preserve the environment of the1868 Fort Laramie Treaty Territory.
Charmaine is a member of the Oglala Sioux Tribe and a former
science teacher. She is currently a writer and organizer.

Contact: bhdefenders@msn.com




